MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
with a good deal of suspicion.   It was hopeless to try to get mail from him.
Owen had the distinction of having kept Mark Twain out of the theatre when he came by special appointment to see Daly. After the one-hundredth performance of The Taming of the Shrew., Daly gave a supper at a large round table on the stage of the theatre. Twain was introduced by General Sherman, and we then heard, for the first time, how Owen had kept him from his appointment.
Twain began by saying: "This is the hardest theatre in New York to get into, even at the front door." He then went on and described in an excruciatingly funny way his encounter with Owen after he had found his way through the long hallway into the backyard which led to the stage.
The first night of Daly's theatre was really not an auspicious occasion. Daly had failed so completely with the Fifth Avenue Theatre, and his attempt to come back with L'Assommozr had been so unfortunate that perhaps at no time in his career of management did his name mean so little to the public as when he opened his own theatre on September 18, 1879.
Nor was the opening bill a success. There was a one-act play called Love's Young Dream, in which Ada Rehan, May Fielding, Charles Fisher and Georged a letter or cardoom, likerote me that he was glad to hear that I had improvedthe .......................... PtrstPlayer
